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Web area gives valuable stormwater information

Melbourne’s rapid popula-
tion growth and our subse-
quent change in land use
have created a need for
effective stormwater manage-
ment. A clean water supply is
critical for our drinking, our
agriculture, our industry and
our recreation.

Over the years, contaminat-
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ed stormwater has contribut-
ed to a steady deterioration of
the Indian River Lagoon and
threatens the quality of other
bodies of water in our area.

Residents, business owners
and builders are encouraged
to visit the stormwater man-
agement section of the City’s
web site. To go directly to
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this comprehensive section,
navigate to www.melbourne-
florida.org/stormwater.

Once there you will find
extensive useful information
including why stormwater
runoff is a problem, stormwa-
ter ordinances, builder educa-
tion, a homeowner’s guide,
and more.

Marine plastics harmful to oceans and animals

Excerpts from an article by
Maia McGuire, University of
Florida Sea Grant Extension
Agent

Many of us are accustomed
to finding plastics on local
beaches, such as bottles
and straws, or simply plastic
pieces. Unfortunately, plastics
don't biodegrade. As they age
and weather, plastics simply
break apart into smaller and
smaller pieces.

Beaches around the world
are littered with plastic debris.
According to the University
of Florida Sea Grant Program,
even the most remote islands,
uninhabited by human be-
ings, are becoming inundated
with non-biodegradable
plastics.

Researchers from the Marine
Science Department at the
University of Hawaii analyzed
plastic debris from nine
remote locations throughout
the Hawaiian Archipelago. A
total of 22, 20-liter buckets
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collected from nine sites.
These samples were sieved
for pieces that were between
one and 15 millimeters in size.
Of the sample collected, 72
percent was plastic.

Plastics are showing up
more and more in marine
food chains — even in the di-
gestive tracts of zooplankton,
and in the stomachs of baby
sea turtles that have washed
back to shore within a few
days or weeks of hatching.

We can all do our part to
try and reduce the amount of
plastic entering our oceans or
other water bodies. Following
are a few simple suggestions:

e Recycle as much as pos-
sible. Melbourne’s, like most

curbside recycling programs,
accept plastic bottles. Plastic
shopping bags can be re-
cycled at many grocery stores.
Monofillament fishing line can
be recycled at many tackle
shops and fishing locations
around Florida. You can find
locations in Brevard County
by visiting www fishinglinere-
cycling.com.

e Choose to buy glass
rather than plastic contain-
ers when possible. Glass and
much or our beach sand have
the same chemical composi-
tion, so ground up glass is
essentially the same thing as
silica-based beach sand.

e Do not release balloons
into the air. They will come
down somewhere, and may
be washed into rivers, lakes,
or the ocean where they can
be mistaken for jellyfish by
animals such as leatherback
sea turtles and ocean sunfish,
which feed on jellyfish almost
exclusively.



Speakers available

Speakers are avail-
able from Melbourne’s
Environmental Com-
munity Outreach (ECO)
Division to address your
club, association or
other meeting. Topics can
include water conserva-
tion, recycling and other
environmental issues.

To arrange for a speaker
or for more information,
please call the ECO Divi-
sion at 321-953-6302, or
send an e-mail to jwil-
ster@melbourneflorida.
org.

Track home water use with easy family survey

How much water do you
and your family members
use in a day? Do you take
long showers or let the
water run when you brush

your teeth? How much
water does it take to run the
dishwasher or flush the toi-
let? In the spaces below, list
all of the activities you do

in a day that require water
usage. Use the information
in the table to calculate how
much water is used for each
activity.

Activity

Times per day

Total h20 use for activity

Brushing teeth

Flushing toilet

TOTAL:

Make hurricane preparations

Peak hurricane season is
just a month away, last-
ing from August through
October. That's why it is
important to begin yard
preparations now because
if we have a storm bearing
down on Brevard County, it
will be too late to get rid of
dead palm fronds and tree
limbs, which can become
dangerous projectiles in the
high winds.

There are a few rules to
follow when preparing these
items for collection by Waste
Management:

If the fronds and branches
are small enough, they
should be placed in cans for
normal yard waste collec-
tion.

Larger branches and
fronds should be cut to four
foot lengths and stacked in
a uniform direction. They
should be placed within four
feet of the curb. Make sure
not to block gutters, streets
or sidewalks. Plastic bags are
not allowed for yard waste.

For large piles that re-
quire a special collection,
residents within the City
of Melbourne can call the
ECO Management Division
at 321-953-6302 to arrange

for the
collection
with Waste
Manage-
ment.

Regular
yard waste
collection
is done on
Mondays in
Melbourne. For the beach-
side areas of Melbourne,
regular yard waste collection
is on Thursdays.

Itis important to note that
once a storm threatens, col-
lection of all refuse and re-
cycling will stop when winds
make collection unsafe for
the trucks and for landfill
personnel.

While clearing your prop-
erty of yard waste, make
sure to also check for loose
objects. These mightinclude
buckets, chairs, shovels and
rakes. Store these items
safely inside.

This is also a good time
to check your garage for
unneeded hazardous
products. The Sarno Road
landfill accepts this waste
at no charge on Thursdays,
Fridays, and Saturdays. Call
321-255-4365 for more
information.

Activity

Estimated water usage

Washing clothes in washer

40 gallons per load

Flushing toilet (high flow)

1.6 gallons per flush

Flushing toilet (low flow)

5 gallons per flush

Dishwasher

11 gallons per load

Dish washing by hand

2.5 gallons per minute

Washing hands

2 gallons per minute

Brushing teeth

2 gallons per minute

Shaving 2 gallons per minute
Shower (high flow head) 4 gallons per minute
Shower (low flow head) 2.5 gallons per minute
Bath (1/3 full) 12 gallons

Bath (full) 36 gallons

Bath (garden tub) 70 gallons

Wash car (hose running)

30 gallons per minute

Wash car (hose nozzle)

16 gallons per 20 minutes

In addition to these activi-
ties, don’t forget about the
water you use outdoors for
lawn and landscape irriga-
tion and swimming pools.
There are also indoor uses
to consider such as prepar-
ing food and drinks.

You can compare your
usage to the average in
Melbourne, which is 99 gal-
lons of water per person per
day. However, the average
of all the areas included in
the St. Johns River Wa-
ter Management District’s
service area is much higher
— 160 gallons!

The American Water
Works Association lists
these top conservation tips:

e Don’t leave the sink run-
ning when brushing teeth.

e Fully load the dishwash-
er or washing machine.

*  When hand-washing
dishes, don't let the water
run.

e Repair dripping faucets
or leaking toilets.

* Install water-effecient
appliances.

* Abide by lawn watering
restrictions

* Clean sidewalks and
driveways with a broom.




